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The Mass at Lampedusa



1. The Introductory Rite: The Age of 
Migration

2. The Liturgy of Words: The 
Conceptual (and Debated) Territory

3. The Liturgy of Lampedusa: The 
Spiritual and Theological Territory

4. The Concluding Rite: The Mission 
Territory



Most in History
There are more 
international 
migrants than 
ever before.

281Million
There are 281 
Million Intl 
migrants in the 
world.

Number of Migrants Worldwide

1 out of 28
One out of every 
28 people in the 
world is a migrant

100 Million Refugees

More Refugees at 
the present 
moment than after 
World War II Source: UN Global Commission on International Migration



If refugees were settled in one 
particular place, they would be the 21st 
largest country in the world.

And they would be growing at 38,000 a 
day or 24 people per minute.

The Globalization of Migrants and Refugees



Number of Migrants Worldwide

Counting those moving 
within countries, there are 

as many as 1 billion 
migrants, which is 1 out of 
every 7 people in the world





Immigration: A Complex Issue

Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Church 
Leaders

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity. Human 

Rights 
Advocates



Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Immigration: The Rights at Stake

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity.

Property Rights
.

Sovereign 
Rights

Cultural RightsEconomic Rights

Natural Rights

Human Rights
Human 
Rights 
Advocates

Church 
Leaders



Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Immigration: The Political Positions

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity.

Property Rights
.

Sovereign 
Rights

Cultural RightsEconomic Rights

Natural Rights

Human Rights

Enforcem
ent

(Closed Borders)

Guest Workers
(Porous Borders)

Human 
Rights 
Advocates

Church 
LeadersLe

ga
liz

at
io

n

(O
pe

n 
Bo

rd
er

s)



Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Immigration: The Language of Debate

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Human 
Rights 
Advocates

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity. Coyotes

Property Rights
.

Sovereign 
Rights

Cultural RightsEconomic Rights.

Natural Rights

Human Rights

Enforcem
ent

(Closed Borders)

Guest Workers
(Porous Borders)

Le
ga
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n
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Workers
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Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Immigration: The Legal Philosophies

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Human 
Rights 
Advocates

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity. Coyotes

Property Rights
.

Sovereign 
Rights

Cultural RightsEconomic Rights

Natural Rights

Human Rights

Enforcem
ent

(Closed Borders)

Guest Workers
(Porous Borders)

Le
ga

liz
at
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n
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n 
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s) Aliens

Workers

Pe
op

le

The Economic 
Laws: The 

Invisible Hand

Civil Laws: 

The Invisible M
ind
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Goal: To protect personal property along 
the border, to prevent unlawful entry 

and to fill in gaps where federal 
enforcement fails.

Immigration and the “Otherness“ Calculation

Vigilantes

Goal: To enforce policy, to ensure 
order and prevent unlawful 
entry, especially of foreign 

invaders who could harm its 
citizens.

D.H.S 
I.C.E

Goal: To create federal policy, to 
protect the citizens of a country and 

manage its resources.

Political 
LeadersGoal: To hire cheap labor, to maximize 

profits, to sell products at lowest cost.

Corporations

Goal:  To proclaim a God of 
Life, to protect the rights of 
human beings, who are made 
in God‘s image and likeness 
and to build a civilization of 
love.

Human 
Rights 
Advocates

Goal: To protect the rights of the 
immigrants, to prevent exploitation of 
the vunerable, to fight for human 
dignity. Coyotes

Property Rights
.

Sovereign 
Rights.

Cultural Rights.Economic Rights.

Natural Rights

Human Rights

Enforcem
ent

(Closed Borders)

Guest Workers
(Porous Borders)

Le
ga

liz
at

io
n

(O
pe

n 
Bo

rd
er

s) Aliens

Workers

Pe
op

le

the Other.Usefulness of.

Fear of the 
Other

Connection 
to the Other

The Economic 
Laws: The 

Invisible Hand

Civil Laws: 

The Invisible M
ind
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The Conflict at the Border: The Tension Zones

Civil Law

The right of a 
nation to order 
and organize a 

system of 
regulations for the 

common good.

Natural Law

The right of 
people to provide 
for the families, to 
feed, educate and 

shelter them.

Human Insecurity

The right of 
people to protect 
their families from 

undue need, 
hunger, and 

excessive poverty 
and vulnerability.

National Security

The right of a 
nation to protect 
its inhabitants 
from harm and 

violence, 
especially from 

the outside.

Citizenship

The challenge to 
the people of a 

nation to fulfill the 
duties and 

expectations of 
being a member 

of a state.

Discipleship

The challenge to 
those who profess 

faith in Christ to 
respond to the 

inclusive demands 
of the gospel.

Sovereign Rights

The right of a 
nation to protect 

its borders.

Human Rights

The right of 
people to a 

dignified life, to 
migrate if 

necessary. 



The Door
Of

Europe







Passing Over: Lampedusa and the Eucharist



D
H
S

evelopment

ospitality

olidarity

• The Global Refugee Crisis
• The Globalization of 

Indifference
• The Globalization of Solidarity

Summary: the Migration and Refugee Crisis



A Eucharistic Vision of Migration

• The Journey of the 
“No-bodies”

• Their Struggle to 
become 
“Some-body”

• Their Connection 
to “Every-body”

• Their Relationship 
to the Body of 
Christ


